
Newsletter

Diethylene Glycol CONTAMINATION !
The deaths of 66+ children in Gambia shook the world and
more importantly the reason behind it, cough syrup made
in India was to blame, as we go into this newsletter, DGCI
updates WHO its findings.

Use of DEG is banned, but somehow this impurity find
its way in formulations, even through other ingredients
were it is assumed not to be generated during
production, then in such case it is sure case of
adulteration / contamination and negligence.

In India it has happened in 1973, 1986, 1998, 2020 and
latest 2022 Gambia and it is a moral responsibility of
Pharma / Food industry to investigate the repeatability of
issues indicating Route cause analysis failure. Food
additives / Pharmaceutical ingredients have a limit set in
products with known risks

Propylene glycol considered to be cause of the incident has regulatory defined limits,
however DEG it is not generated during process, indicating that the “Glycol” name can be
one of cause of misbranding/mislabeling/economic advantages. Several Regulatory
warnings have been issued on non – testing of DEG in Glycerine and related products.

Canberra Chemicals has experience of this test as one of customer during its routine
investigation from US market supplying goods to Korea market came across this
contamination in year 2020, in products related to calcium carbonate at around 15 – 50
ppm against the prescribed limits of 2000 ppm in certain food additives, however since
the product of concern was not eligible for the limits the source and elimination was to be
done earliest as requested by customer.

www.canberrachemicals.in

This is not first time that the cough syrup deaths have
been reported. Not just in India, deaths connected to
DEG-Diethylene glycol contaminated syrup (would say
unchecked or skipped test) have been reported in
Panama, Bangladesh, Nigeria and United states as well.

Food / Pharmaceutical

In absence of test methods of accuracy, we immediately developed methods with our local
public / FDA laboratory and found that contamination can have come in few samples’
fumes of brake fluids, or other environmental contaminations, we immediately tested all
the grade and approved the new grade from the supplier based on testing and risk analysis. 
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Message from the Founder
I am glad for the intitiave taken by Canberra Chemicals Team to build a trust
with customer supported by such Test validatations via sharing through news
letter. Best wishes and hope such assuring newsletter covering environmental
/ product safety / Society upliftment topics will be covered in coming
editions.
Happy new year wishes to readers.

Shri. B.C. Patel

Calcium phosphates are using water and product DEG is water soluble, however we
investigated by way of testing in all our products also

The Food industry approach of Chemical /
Physical / Microbiological Risk analysis by
way of probability and severity, gives a good
control approach.

This assurance documents by Canberra
Chemicals Team is only to build Trust on
customers that 

We have included lot of risk base approach
in our production, resulting in safe products,
this understanding and learning ability is
credited to all our good customer who have
kept us always on run to have continual
improvement, and we assure that we are on
track to achieve this.

The tests have now become a routine as this and likewise contaminants are present in
environmental pilferages, though they have generally not detected in major cases and
found not harmful to aquatic systems.

Risk analysis was done on Raw materials and the specifications as per Food /
pharmaceutical regulations along with process flow was considered.
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Prashant Patel

We stand with all the
 families in this difficult time.

The testing method validation and analysis was carried out by Mr. DB Dave and teammate Mr. Khodal 



Analysis of Diethylene Glycol / GCMS

DEG Standard TCP

DCP - Anhydrous DCP - Dihydrate
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Analysis of Diethylene Glycol / GCMS
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DEG Standard (20 ppm)

DEG Standard (50 ppm)



Analysis of Diethylene Glycol / GCMS

Canberra Chemicals
Oct. 2022, Issue 01

Page 5 of 5

DEG Report - DCP Anhydrous

The END

Canberra Chemicals wishes 
all the readers




Happy Diwali


